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  A Message from our President, Dale Tuttle... 
 

I would like to thank everyone for the opportunity to be president of 
this great association for the past two years. It truly has been an honor. 
I do feel we have accomplished some of our goals during the past two 
years but there is still a long way to go to get to where we need to be. 
And I was hoping we would have been able to accomplish more of the 
goals.  One of our biggest needs is to be able to get more people 
involved both by becoming members, as well as getting involved or 
helping with a committee.  At our October meeting at J.C. Smith, we 

spent most of the meeting discussing the future and direction of PLANTCNY. Unfortunately, it is 
unsustainable to continue as is where most of the work to keep things moving is being done by only 
a few people. Beth Fry did put together a Survey to the members that she did get responses from 
30+ recipients from the 100+ that were sent out. Results from the Survey are attached with this 
Scoop. There is a small group of people that I owe a special “Thank You” to for the help you have 
given me:  
 

Linda Bennett- I cannot say this enough, I as well as our Association would be lost without Linda. 
No matter what day of the week or time, she is always there to keep us on schedule and track. And 
in the process makes us all look good. Thank You Linda! 
 

Beth Fry- When people ask why should I get involved in this association? Without being involved I 
would have never had the opportunity to get to know Beth, who I consider to be a dear friend, a 
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friendship that was built due to being involved. I can use the same wording for Beth that I did for 
Linda. After serving three years as president, Beth stayed just as active as the past president, in 
addition to representing us at the State level and chairing the NYSNLA CNLP Committee. For our 
association Beth has carried on a very important committee with our Bereavement and Good Will. 
Our association and industry are lucky and grateful to have you involved. Thank You Beth! 
 

Dannielle Carr- Although Dannielle moved outside of our Region last year, she continued to be the 
PLANTCNY CNLP Committee Chairperson and has always done a great job, where she not only does 
all the review courses and tests for our members, but also the students at SUNY Morrisville.  Since 
2013 when a new CNLP Program was put in place by the NYSNLA, PLANTCNY has had more 
students take and pass the CNLP test than any other Region. Thank You Dannielle! 
 

George, Sue & Tom Aspinall and Staff- I have been very fortunate to have had the support of the 
entire Aspinall family and staff to be able to juggle that time needed for PLANTCNY work and 
events. Thank you to all. 
 

Our November meeting was hosted by Jennifer Watson and Lawley Insurance, a long time 
PLANTCNY member and supporter as well as current president of PLANTGFLX.  Jennifer hosted 
along with Chris Belna and Arete HCM Solutions Inc. and A La Carte Business Services on Tuesday 
November 12th. Thank you to Jennifer, Chris, & Lindsey for hosting, and for your hospitality. 
 

Our last meeting for the 2019 year is our annual Holiday Luncheon which will be held again at Bella 
Domani on December 12, 2019. This, like our Annual Clambake, is a great social event for all of us to 
get together and enjoy each other’s company.  If you have not registered, please do using the 
attached form.  Please consider bringing your crew, significant other, or industry friend. I hope to 
see you there.  For the second year we will be collecting “Toys for Ted” in memory of Ted Florczyk. 
The toys will be collected at our luncheon and  then donated to Toys for Tots in the name of our late 
friend Ted.  More information on “Toys for Ted” is listed below. 
 

A “Save the Date” Notice has gone out for the Education Day and Trade Show on February 12, 2020, 
which will be held at the Lodge at Welch Allyn in Skaneateles, New York. We have already 
confirmed some speakers but could use more help and input. For anyone interested in getting 
involved, please contact Beth Fry. 

Thank you, 

Dale 
Dale Tuttle, President 


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November 12, 2019 PLANT CNY Meeting Minutes 
Hosted by Lawley Insurance. Arete HCM Solutions and A La Carte Business Services 

 

Attendees:  Dale Tuttle, Aspinall Tree Nursery; Beth Fry, Green Scapes Inc.; Dana Kuhlmann, SiteOne 
Landscape Supply; Tim Zimmerman, Medford Nursery; Julie Liebmann, Mrs. Green Jeans Landscaping; 
James Jacobs,  Jacobs Property Management; Jennifer Watson, Lawley Insurance; Chris Belna, A la 
Carte/Arete; Lesley Wilcox, A la Carte/Arete; Jackie Crane, Little York Plantation;  Richard Croft, Bartlett 
Tree Experts; Steve Blair, Bartlett Tree Experts; Gerry Rubenstein and Brandon Dummitt, Lawn-A-Mat; Craig 
and Martha Smith, Yardsmith/Madcal Enterprises; Scott Schaal, Hunter Springs Landscape; George Aspinall, 
Tom Aspinall, Aspinall’s Tree Nursery; Paul Fried, Custom LawnScapes Inc.; Michael Wild, Award Winning 
Landcapes; Michael Grimm, Michael Grimm Services, Inc. , Dave Iannuzzi, Landscapes Plus. 
 

Welcome by Dale Tuttle and a Thank You to Lawley Insurance and A la Carte/Arete HCM Solutions for 
hosting. 



 
Jennifer provided a quick update on insurance, in general rates are going up but workers compensation is 
going down; workers comp tends to go down in election years and will most likely go up again.  Lawley’s 
team can help with Safety Manuals, Safety Meetings, Employee Handbooks, DOT Issues, Policy and 
Procedures. 
 
State Association report: Beth Fry- Register now for the Owners Summit Dec 9-11, 3 days, 2 nights of high 
level interactive discussion and peer to peer learning in the Catskill Mountains.  This can be owners or a 
designated representative. At our Board Meeting last week it was discussed and the board is taking a 
serious look at restructuring to better focus on members' needs and changing with the times. Associations 
are trying to adapt to new business models.  
 
Certification: Beth Fry for Dannielle Carr, The time to sign up for the 2020 test is right now, Dannielle will 
be setting up review session shortly. If anyone is interested in helping out on this committee, contact 
Dannielle or Beth. 
 
Environmental:  Gerry Rubenstein-  The reports Gerry went over are available from Beth; I was unable to 
scan them to include in the Scoop.  
 
Golf Outing: Beth Fry – We have checked with other regions to see if they have set a date so we don’t 
conflict and we will work on scheduling the 2020 tournament shortly. 
 
Nomination: Beth Fry We are still looking for new Board members; Contact Beth Fry, Dannielle Carr or Lisa 
Ballantyne if you are interested in being on the board and for more information.  
 
Membership:  Dana Kuhlmann -   We have 3 new members that we voted in at the last meeting; they were 
listed in last month’s scoop. No new members this month.   
 
Promotions: Dave Iannuzzi-  The Holiday Luncheon is December 12 at Bella Domani in North Syracuse.  
Dave is setting up pitch nights for the winter and some Crunch Hockey games. More information will be 
available after the holidays. 
 
Scholarship: Dale Tuttle for Julie Liebmann- The next scholarship will be awarded at the Holiday Luncheon 
in December. Applications are available on the PLANT CNY website and at www.plantcny.com. 
 
Trade Show and Education Day:  Beth - Save the Date -  February 12, 2020 at the Lodge at Welch Allyn. We 
are working on lining up the speakers;  if there is a topic you would like to see scheduled, let us know and if 
you are interested in helping out on the committee or on the day of the event, contact Beth Fry.  
 
New Business: Thank you to all that completed the survey, it was helpful to provide information so that we 
can provide programming and information to the membership that they are looking for. 
 
Old  Business:  
At the Holiday Lunch we will once again be collecting Toys for Ted. Boxes have been provided to several 
member companies and we will be getting the rest out ASAP. Please remember to bring a toy to the holiday 
lunch.  
 

Submitted by Beth Fry  
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The CNYSNLA Scholarship Program 

The second of our two 2019 Scholarships, the Peter Gasparini Scholarship Award, will be 
given out at the upcoming Holiday Luncheon on December 12th. You can obtain a Scholarship 

Application for next year's two awards by visiting our website at www.plantcny.com. If you 
have any questions, please contact Julie Liebmann, Scholarship Chair, at 492-1100, or 

rockinghorse1257@aol.com. 



PLANTCNY's Holiday Party! 
 

DATE:  Thursday, December 12th  

TIME:  11:30 a.m.  

PLACE:  Bella Domani Catering and Banquet Facility 

   5988 East Taft Road, North Syracuse, NY (approx. 1 mile east of the 

                  Main Post Office on Taft Rd.) 

COST:  $39.00 per person 
   (Cash bar opens at 11:30 a.m.; lunch served at 12:30 p.m.) 
   Menu includes:  Pasta Primavera, Penne with Vodka Sauce; Roast Beef, Baked  

   Ham and Roast Turkey Breast (all freshly carved); Utica Greens; Caesar Salad,  

   Antipasto, Spinach Ambrosia, Shrimp Cocktail, Shrimp Scampi, Seafood  

   Chowder, Assorted breads and dressings; Assorted Cheesecakes, Assorted Cakes  

   and Dessert Bars; Coffee/Tea and Garlic Pizza 
 

RSVP:  Please see the flyer attached with this Scoop, and return your  

   registration, along with full payment, by Monday, December 9th!                                             
 

In memory of Ted Florczyk, this year's Toy Collection will 

once again be called “Toys for Ted." All collected toys will 

be donated to Toys for Tots, an organization the 

PLANTCNY (and formerly CNYSNLA) has been involved 

in for the past 26 years.  







“Toys for Ted” 

For the second year PLANTCNY has registered with “Toys for Tots” with the promotion of 
“Toys for Ted” as a memorial to our late Long-Time Industry Friend, Supporter, & Member, 

Ted Florczyk, owner of Ted’s Landscaping. For decades Ted had graciously donated toys to 

our annual “Toys for Tots” at our December Holiday Luncheon, and always wanted his 
donations to be kept anonymous. At last year’s Holiday Luncheon there was a proclamation 

made to permanently name our toy collection “Toys for Ted." All collected toys will be 

donated to the Toys for Tots, an organization the CNYSNLA/PLANTCNY has been involved in 
for the past 26 years. 
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The following are names and addresses of the 2019 Drop-Off Locations: 
 

PLANTCNY Members: 
 

Aspinall’s Tree Nursery & Landscaping LLC 
8797 East Genesee Street 
Chittenango, New York 13037 
(315) 687-5282 
www.aspinallstree.com 
 

Ballantyne Gardens 
4825 Hopkins Road 
Liverpool, New York 13088 
(315) 453-0621 
www.ballantynegardens.com 
 

Chuck Hafner’s Farmers Market 
7265 Buckley Road 
Liverpool, New York 13212 
(315) 458-2231 
www.chuckhafner.com 
 

Cross Creek Nursery 
8390 Cazenovia Road 
Manlius, New York 13104 
(315) 682-1118 
www.crosscreeknursery.net 
 

Green Scapes Inc. 
6976 East Seneca Turnpike 
Jamesville, New York 13078 
(315) 469-0007 
www.greenscapesonline.com 
 

J.C. Smith Inc. 
345 Peat Street 
Syracuse, New York 13210 
(315)428-9903 
www.jcsmithinc.com 
 

Lasnicki Landscaping & Nursery 
521 County Route 32 
Hastings, New York 13076 
(315) 668-6063 
www.lasnickilandscaping.com 
 

Rocking Horse Farm (Mrs. Green Jeans Landscaping) 
3736 Apulia Road 
Jamesville, New York 13078 
(315)492-1100 
www.rockinghorsefarmcny.com 
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Northern Nurseries Stone & Design 
8633 US Route 11 
P.O. Box 1480 
Cicero, New York 13039 
(315) 699-3999 
www.northernnurseriesstonecenter.com 
 

Paragon Supply 
1300 W. Fayette Street 
Syracuse, New York 13201 
 (315) 475-5191 
www.paragonsupply.com 
 

Site One Landscape Supply 
6030 Drott Drive 
East Syracuse, New York 13057 
 (315) 437-3423 
 www.siteone.com 
 

Skyworks, LLC 
955 Spencer Street 
Syracuse, New York 13204 
 (315) 455-2600 
www.skyworksllc.com 
                                                  

PLANTCNY Supporters: 
Bella Domani 
5988 East Taft Road 
North Syracuse, New York 13212 
(315) 458-2514 
www.belladomani.net 
 

Arete HCM Solutions 
3247 Vickery Road, Suite 1 
Syracuse, New York 13212 
(315) 451-2742 
www.aretehcms.com  

I am also pleased to announce that between the 50/50 at the Clambake, and the Golf Outing 

donations, our total to date is $500.00+ which will be used to purchase toys for the “Toys 

for Ted” Memorial to Ted Florczyk. 


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SAVE THE DATE ... for the 2020 Trade Show and Education Day!! 

Plan NOW to attend the annual Trade Show and Education Day, which will take place on 
Wednesday, February 12th, at The Lodge at Welch Allyn!  Be watching for an Attendee Registration 
Form that will be emailed out shortly!  Lots of great speakers again this year, along with DEC credits, 

vendor displays, delicious food, and a chance to network with your friends in the industry!  Again, 
that's February 12th, at The Lodge - details forthcoming soon! 

 

Certification Program 
Shared with us by Dannielle Carr  
 

Winter’s here! Time for bigger boots!  
It’s also time to confirm the status of your CNLP 3-year certification period because they expire at the end of the 
calendar year. Not sure about yours?  See me at the holiday luncheon.  Or, contact me (see below)  If you’re 
expiring, don’t delay any further - get your re-certification application and fee into NYSNLA.  
 

Interested in becoming a CNLP? 
The CNLP program advances the professional standards of the nursery, landscape and garden center industries. 
Contact your local Regional board of execs or CNLP representative for more information about the certification 
program. Candidate qualifications are as follows: 

- Have graduated from a recognized two- or four-year college with a degree in horticulture-related field, or 
- Have completed a minimum of three years of experience in the horticulture industry 

NYSNLA handles registration for certification and distribution of the CNLP manual and CNLP-program 
correspondence. Registration applications are available on NYSNLA’s website- https://nysnla.com/becoming-a-cnlp  
 

Region 4 CNLP registration applications are due by January 1st to be to be eligible for 2020 Region 4 review sessions 
and exam. Reviews start in January 2020 with the CNLP exam sometime in March.  Look for a review session schedule 
soon. Region 4 will contact you with more details as soon as you’re registered. 
 

Still looking for bonafide bodies to join the CNLP committee members – for help with the CNLP program, to assist or 
lead review sessions, and to proctor the exam.  A few folks mentioned they might be interested via the recent PLANT 
CNY e-survey – yay! (I’ll see you at the holiday luncheon.) 
Anyone else interested - see me at the holiday luncheon or contact me.  
 

Questions, comments or for more info on the CNLP program: 
Contact your Region 4 CNLP Rep -  Dannielle Carr, email: dcarr@edrdpc.com, telephone: 315-471-0688, ext. 640.  

 
Make sure you attend the holiday luncheon. Bring a toy and your holiday spirit! 

 











 

BIG THANKS to our November meeting 
hosts!  Jennifer Watson, Lawley Insurance, 

and Chris Belna and staff of A La Carte 
Business Services and Arete HCM Payroll 

Solutions! 
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MANY THANKS to our Sponsors and Advertisers! Our events are a success because of YOU! 
Silver Sponsors: 

                                                                           J.C. Smith Inc. 
                                                                        Rare Earth Nursery 

Bronze Sponsors: 
Environmental Design & Research, DPC 

Sky High Turf Farms 

Directory Sponsor: The Flanders Group 

Directory Advertisers: 
Northern Nurseries 

Aspinall's Tree Nursery 
Lawley Insurance 

Milton CAT 
Rare Earth Nursery 
Sky High Turf Farms 

2019 MEETING SCHEDULE 

MEETINGS ARE HELD ON THE 2
ND 

THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH, AT 5:30 P.M. (UNLESS SPECIFIED) 
January 10 SiteOne Landscape Supply 

February NO MEETING 

March 14 Skyworks LLC 

April 11 Green Scapes Inc. 

May 2 Northern Nurseries (one week earlier than usual) 

June NO MEETING 

July 11 Clambake at Spinning Wheel 

August 8 Gasparini Landscaping 

September 12 J.C. Smith Inc. 

October 10 Rocking Horse Farms 

November 12 Lawley Insurance -- NOTE - THIS MEETING IS ON TUESDAY! 

December 12 HOLIDAY LUNCHEON 

2020 MEETING SCHEDULE 

MEETINGS ARE HELD ON THE 2
ND 

THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH, AT 5:30 P.M. (UNLESS SPECIFIED) 
January 9 Milton CAT 

February NO MEETING 

March OPEN 

April Clifton Recycling (Cicero location) 

May Northern Nurseries (one week earlier than usual) 

June NO MEETING 

July Clambake at Spinning Wheel 

August OPEN 

September OPEN 

October OPEN 

November OPEN 

December HOLIDAY LUNCHEON 
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