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A Message from our President, Dale Tuttle...  
 

Where did the month of July go? It just seemed like last week that 

we were celebrating the Fourth of July Holiday.  

 

July’s meeting was our annual Clam Bake held at the Spinning 

Wheel on July 12
th

. What a great day we had where 146 people 

were in attendance. Thank you to our programs chairperson, Dave 

Iannuzzi, for all his efforts with phone calls, personal visits, and 

fliers he put together for several our member firms. This year we 

targeted not only our membership, but other industry businesses to 

use this event to bring people together in a social, friendly environment. We also used this to bring 

together anyone who was involved in the past Thousand Islands Boat Trip that included the 

Captain, Dave Ryel, who is a past member of our association. He is also a member of the Clayton 

Antique Boat Museum, and he would take us out for a day on the water in one of the Antique 

wooden boats from the museum. This annual Boat Trip was put together by then President of our 

association Pete Daly of Daly Landscaping. The first year started with 4 or 5 people and grew to 

almost 30 at its peak. Pete did several very positive things during his Presidency in the early 90’s 

that he has never gotten the credit he deserves for doing so; many of these events helped build and 

shape what is now PLANTCNY. He focused on social events like the Boat Trip, Dinners, and the 

Clam Bake, which in the mid 80’s was promoted as a stag. Pete, with the help of his wife Sally, 

promoted these events as couples'  events which not only increased our attendance, but also forged 

some very strong lifetime friendships and relationships. My hope is the attendance we had at the 

http://www.cnysnla.org/


Clam Bake is a step back to where we were under Pete’s leadership and can build on these 

attendance numbers for future social events. There are a number of other thank you’ s that I need to 

recognize that helped make this day such a success: 

 

 Linda Bennett- Linda does so much behind the scenes to support us in everything we do. 

We would truly be lost without her. 

 The Spinning Wheel and Staff- They did another great job with providing all in attendance 

enough food that no one went away hungry. They also were able to accommodate almost 50 

more people than we originally had registered. 

 Everyone who attended- A special thanks to members Randy Reynolds from Clifton 

Recycling, Mike Wild from Award Winning Landscaping, and Industry friend George 

Fleischman of Fleischman Landscaping, who each brought 10 or more people to the 

Clambake. Also, a thank you to those who traveled the farthest from Buffalo (Joyce Janson, 

Kim Schichtel, Ed Dore, & Dave McIntyre). 

 Bob Luckenbaugh from Techo Bloc, who sponsored our first Techo Bloc Open Miniature 

Golf Tournament, and Leo LaCroix from Belgard Hardscapes sponsored the Belgard 

Belmont Stakes Horseshoe Tournament.  

 To everyone who supported our 50/50 Drawing where $500.00 in tickets were sold. Brett 

Balstra won the drawing and donated part of his winnings back, which gave us $300.00 to 

be used for “Toys for Ted,” to purchase toys in the name of our late member Ted Florczyk. 

Leo LaCroix also donated one of the Dick’s Sporting Goods Gift Cards that were originally 

scheduled to be used for the Horseshoe Tournament that never happened, due to everyone 

socializing. More information on “Toys for Ted” listed below. 

 To all members and attendees that so graciously donated items to the silent auction, and to 

the members and attendees that so generously bid and purchased these items, where over 

$1,200.00 was raised for our Scholarship Program. 

Speaking of the Scholarship, Congratulations to Elena Doralisa Araya, who was the recipient of 

the annual Bob Case Scholarship. Elena is a student at ESF, and the daughter of long time member 

Fernando Araya. 

 

This ended up being a great day that we need to continue to build on to increase the attendance at all 

our events, and to continue to bring industry friends together. Dave Iannuzzi has a more detailed 

report listed below. 

 

I began my July President's Letter by congratulating Beth Fry on being chosen as the 2018 

NYSNLA CNLP of the Year. Please save the date of August 22, 2018, to join us to share the day 

with Beth, to see her be presented with this very well deserved prestigious award at the Court of 

Honor on the first day of the New York State Fair. PLANTCNY CNLP Chairperson Dannielle 

Carr has more details below in her report . Prior the ceremony we need your help with finishing the 

cleanup of the garden. Our August meeting is being hosted by Leo LaCroix and Belgard, which 

will be held at the Court of Honor on August 9, 2018. Thank you to Leo and Belgard for their 

continued support to PLANTCNY.  Although this is a NYSNLA event and booth at the New York 

State Fair, Region IV PLANTCNY has always been the Region that has been expected to do the 

cleanup, setup of the NYSNLA Booth, and managing the booth schedule for who is to cover the 

booth. Thank you to Fernando Araya and Beth Fry, who have already spent hours in both the 

Court of Honor and the Bob Case Garden to begin the cleanup. And thank you to Bartlett Tree for 



donating  their time to trim back and clean up the large Locust in the center of the Court of Honor. 

We need the following for the August 9th cleanup: 

 

 Volunteers 

 10 Yards of Bark Mulch 

 Annuals, Perennials, and Shrubs with color to dress up the garden 

 Tools to include Pruners, Shovels, Wheel Barrows, Pitch Forks, Brooms etc. 

 Replacement Timer for the Irrigation System 

Thank you to Jackie Crane from Little York Plantation who submitted this month’s article for 

“My Favorite Plant”, and to Gerry Rubenstein from Lawn-A-Mat, who submitted this month’s 

article for “What’s Bugging You.” We still have four months left in 2018, all of which we will need 

articles for.  Anyone interested please contact me. 

 

Please also Save the Date of September 20, 2018 for our annual Golf Outing that will be held at 

Woodcrest Golf Club.  PLANTCNY has only three sources of generating revenue to keep the 

association running -- they are dues, The Education Day & Trade Show, and the Golf Outing. So 

please help support us with the following: 

 

 Golfers/ Foursomes 

 Sponsorships 

 Volunteers 

Attached are the fliers on registering a foursome, and sponsorship information. 

 

In closing, we have five months left in 2018 and we desperately need to be able to add members to 

our Executive Board. We are operating with three Board Members where we should have six. So 

please get involved, and if you don’t feel you are ready for the Executive Board, we need help on 

the Education Day and Trade Show Committee, for which we will be having our first meeting 

within the next couple of weeks. 

 

Thank you, 
 
 

Dale 
 

Dale Tuttle, President 
 

 

The CNYSNLA August Meeting! 
The August Meeting takes place at the NY State Fair Gardens, and here are the details...  

Date:   Thursday, August 9th    
Hosted by:  Belgard Hardscapes 

 This meeting is in conjunction with the clean-up of the State Fair Gardens …  
Cleanup will start at 3:00 p.m.; and the meeting and refreshments will begin at 5:30 p.m. 

Please plan to arrive early to help us in our clean-up efforts!  
  

Member Spotlight on ... Belgard Hardscapes 
 

As a leader in outdoor living essentials for the patio and beyond, Belgard® sets the industry 
standard for innovation and quality in the products it manufactures and the resources it provides for 
both consumers and professionals. Belgard offers a wide range of designer collections, ranging from 
paver stones to outdoor kitchens, well-suited to create stunning residential outdoor living and 
commercial outdoor environments alike. Belgard offers a number of professional resources such as 



the Belgard Authorized Contractors and Dealer Program, Belgard Design Studio, Belgard Virtual 
Agency and Belgard University. 
  

Belgard’s commitment to the homeowner is an integral part of the never-ending search for new and 
creative ideas in the design and construction of attractive, comfortable and ultimately satisfying 
outdoor environments. Sophisticated and classic, yet approachable and innovative – the ideal spaces 
for living and entertaining. Belgard strives to make outside “your kind of beautiful,” which means 
bringing custom hardscape designs to life. Belgard products are improved routinely, with more than 
20,000 hours spent in research and development each year on product development and testing. 
  

From eye-catching driveways, to stunning patios, to serene hardscapes, Belgard offers an array of 
products to complement any homeowner’s vision. The company specializes in a number of styles of 
permeable pavers and interlocking concrete pavers, as well as retaining walls, finishes and other 
applications such as fire pits and outdoor ovens. Anchor offers a variety of products, 
including: Catalina Slate, Lafitt Rustic Slab, Mirage Porcelain Pavers, Belair Wall and Lafitt Tandem 
Wall. 

 

The CNYSNLA Scholarship Program 
 

The first of our two Scholarships was given out at the Clambake this past July.  You can obtain a 
Scholarship Application for the Peter Gasparini Scholarship Award, which will be given out at 

the Holiday Party in December, by visiting our website at www.plantcny.com.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Julie Liebmann, Scholarship Chair, at 492-1100, or 

rockinghorse1257@aol.com. 
 
 

Dave Iannuzzi shares the following with us! 
 

The 2018 Annual Clambake was like old times.  Here is a quick look back at our event.  A record 

145 people attended this year's Clambake.  I think it was the best in all time here.  It was like the 

Red Carpet at the Academy Awards event.  Pete and Sally Daly, Tom Tait was there (not in his 

orange vest); John Stewart, Dave O'Hara, Gary Mason, George Fleischmann and the usual 

suspects.  Buffalo had Ed Dore, Dave McIntyre, Joyce Janson and Kim Schichtel make a rare 

appearance, which got them a couple of Dunkin' Donuts gift cards for traveling the furthest 

distance.  Thanks for showing up! 
 

Next was the company that sent the most people (some were 1-1/2 people size) -- Randy Reynolds 

from Clifton Recycling with 16 people, receiving the cooler filled with craft beers.  He shared with 

no one! 
 

2nd place went to Mike Wild from ... Expert Landscaping, Virgin Landscaping, Master 

Landscaping, Kinda Good Landscaping, and finally Award Winning Landscapes.  No one has 

seen the award but he says it's in his office next to his bowling trophy from high school.  Mike has 

jumped back into the Association this year and it's good to see him at the meetings. 
 

The Putt Putt Golf winners were Zack Liebmann, Beth Fry, and Jake Liebmann.  Thanks to 

Techo Bloc for the golf prizes. 
 

And the winner of the water balloon toss was "Team Nauseous" ... means "Team Awesomeness," 

consisting of Michael "Big Hands" Zimmerman, and Mike "Cut Our Nails" Steves.  This team 

of rival companies joined together to win the contest, and both won a gift card to the Olive Garden.  

Good job, boys.  Later I saw each sucking on their water balloons. 
 

That just about wraps it up.  It was nice to see so many people, past and present, at our summer 

event.  Paul Fried was there, Keith Walters from Seedway was carrying off a bag of seed for the 

auction and stayed until the end.  And a big thanks to Andy Lasnicki who earlier that week said he 

probably wouldn't make it, but decided to go from his job to the Clambake with his crew.  I was 

appreciative of his effort to be there! 
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I know next year we can get those that couldn't make it to this year's Clambake, and build up our 

attendance for 2019.   
 

Thanks to all. 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
What's Bugging You? 
 

Crabgrass - now growing BIGGER - by the day! 
Shared with us by Gerry Rubenstein, Lawn-A-Mat 
 

Crabgrass plants, and their controls, have been around since we (Lawn-
A-Mat of Syracuse), started in business, over 55 years ago! 
 

While there are different types of crabgrass, along with goosegrass, the 
information for treating these plants has always been geared toward the 
retail supplier for homeowner use - LITTLE information on the 
complexity for reduction, let alone control, is understood except by the 
professional.  
 

Buying a bag of Scotts “Halts” is not a professional approach, that will 
get you very far!  Even the professional has to understand, that buying a 
combination bag of fertilizer/crabgrass control, to be applied in Spring, is a lawn just waiting for “July 
breakout”! 
 

What we consider/suggest:   
 

- Understanding crabgrass life cycle helps. 
- Understanding that post applications treat only the plant and NOT 
the seed in the soil, but WILL ALLOW you to quickly reseed the area, 
helps. 
- Understanding that a preventative application MAY greatly reduce 
the seed in the soil bank - OR NOT - as some controls really don’t 
work that well or are intended to semi-control crabgrass and still get 
some results from your seeding. 
- Understanding the effect soil temperature is as a factor along with 
proper watering, is a must with pre-emergent products. 
- Knowing how to tell if the grass you're looking at is really crabgrass 
or KB31 (Quackgrass) helps, along with how you mow the lawn and 
“trim” the edges helps. 

- Should you bag in August to capture the seed and clean the deck so as not to spread the seed from one 
lawn to another helps. 
 

ABOVE ALL - the type of seed you used when the lawn was first started will determine how susceptible the 
lawn is to crabgrass as well as broadleaf weeds. Putting in Kentucky Bluegrass in your sunny areas is almost 
a guarantee of a crabgrass problem, especially if there’s crabgrass growing in the neighborhood. 
 

None of the above is part of the marketing on the bag of that control product. Yet these are all factors when 
keeping crabgrass problems at a dull roar.  When done right, you DO NOT HAVE TO APPLY EACH YEAR!  
In fact, our accounts with crab and/or goosegrass tend to go between 3 and 7 years between adding 
crabgrass control to their program. 
 

If you’ve made it through the above, and think we can help you, or would like more details, feel free to give 
Gerry a call (315-682-1002) and see if we can work together to get your account the lawn their looking for. 

 

 
My Favorite Plant  
 

Actaea racemosa   
Shared with us by Jackie Crane, Little York Plantation  

(CNLP # 991) 
 

I was challenged with writing an article on My Favorite Plant.  Five or 

six ideas came to mind very quickly.  But in thinking about it further, 

I realized that my favorites change with the seasons.     

 



This time of year, there are few plants that bloom and certainly less that bloom in deep shade.    

Even fewer plants with those qualities AND are deer and rabbit resistant!  Cimicifuga Racemose, 

recently renamed Actaea racemosa,   meets all these criteria.   The common name is Black 

Cohosh, Black Bugbane or Black Snakeroot.  

 

The dark roots and rhizomes were used medicinally by Native 

Americans.  The extracts were reported to possess analgesic, 

sedative and anti-inflammatory properties.   

 

The plant itself is only 3 ft tall but the beautiful white 

candelabra-shaped flowers go up to 8 ft.   And they are fragrant! 

The large green leaves are lobed and lush. The roots are long 

and dark. 

 

Plants this tall are often thought of as background plants but we 

have this particular one on the edge of our garden under a very 

old Lilac tree and shaded most of the day with an even older 

Sugar Maple.  It’s magnificent!  It has naturalized in this area.  

We thin it out every 2-3 years.   

 

There is also a variety with black foliage and candles that have a 

pink cast but the original seems to be more vigorous.   

 

The plant likes rich moist soil but certainly tolerates dryness. 

 

Enjoy the beauties of Black Snakeroot…certainly not a plant that is overplanted. 
 

 
 

August CNLP Report, shared with us by Dannielle Carr 
 

CNLP Update 
 

Beth Fry to receive the 2018 CNLP of the Year Award!  
 

Other honorees include, 

Dr. Gary Brown, winner of the George L. Good, Gold Medal of 

Horticulture. 

Jim Presutti, Lifetime CNLP, 2018 inductee of the NYSNLA Hall of Fame 

 

Please plan to attend the NYSNLA Honor Awards Ceremony in support of Beth and all 2018 

Court of Honor award recipients.  The ceremony is held the first day of the NYS Fair, on 

Wednesday, August 22, 2018, at 10:30am in the NYSNLA Courtyard - Court of Honor inside 

the Horticulture Building.  
 

If you’re unable to attend, consider helping out with the courtyard clean-up at the August 

meeting, or help set up/tear down the NYSNLA booth at the State Fair. Last, you can 

volunteer a few hours to man the booth during the Fair. (Beer, baked potatoes, and 

maple kettle corn, and  are all found in the Horticulture building!) 

 

Earn CNLP recertification credits – volunteer at the State Fair cleanup or man the NYSNLA 

booth during the Fair. Each hour of volunteer time earns a credit. You may earn up to 10 



credits for participating in volunteer/educational programs, (out of the 30 CEUs needed 

during the 3-year CNLP registration period.)  

  

Register for CNLP day now – earn five (5) recertification credits: 

CNLP Day will be a guided tour of Draves Arboretum at 

121 Sharrick Road in Darien Center on October 5, 2018, 

from 1pm-4pm.  The event is free of charge, but 

registration is required. Look for notices from NYSNLA, or 

check the website. 

 

Any questions or for more information, contact: Dannielle 

Carr, Region 4 CNLP person, email: dcarr@edrdpc.com, 

telephone: 315-471-0688, extension 640. 
 

 

The Horticulture Industry loses a “true plant man” ... Ed Waterman 
 

Shared with us by Andy Lasnicki, Lasnicki Landscaping 
 
Ed was an exceptional perennial grower, and his love for growing 
and gardening was captivating!     
 

In addition to knowing Ed through our businesses and our 
interest in the growing industry, Ed and I shared a friendship that 
dates back to 6th grade.  Over the years I have learned a great deal 
about growing from Eddie, and continue to apply many of his 
growing techniques in my business.  But more importantly, I am 
fortunate to have learned many life lessons from Eddie.  He was a 
true friend with a kind soul.  His love of life, despite its many 
obstacles, was a true inspiration.      
 

Not only was Ed an exceptional grower, but he was an avid outdoorsman, who loved 
camping, boating, hiking, hunting, and fishing.  Although I have several great memories 
that I hold dear to me, one of the most memorable dates back to the spring of 1981 when 
Ed graduated from Colorado Mountain College.  I learned that his brother, Steve, was 
planning to drive out to Colorado to pick Ed up and bring him home.  I decided to surprise 
Eddie, and went along for the ride.  Eddie took us for a backpacking trip to the Gunnison 
River.  We hiked over five miles inland where we camped for a week, living off the fish we 
could catch from the river.  The fishing that week was fantastic so we were well fed.  
Early one morning, we were fishing in the river and Ed mentioned the only thing that 
could make the trip better was if we had some cold beer.  We had opted not to carry any 
beer in due to its weight, and at the time it did not rank high on our priority list of 
camping needs.  No sooner had he mentioned it, I noticed a six-pack of “something” 
floating down the river.  Whatever it was had apparently been in the water for quite 
some time as the gravel bed had worn away the labels.  I looked at Ed and said:  “can it 
be."  I popped open the can, and sure enough, it turned out to be the best tasting beers 
that Eddie and I have ever shared together, and believe me, we have shared many.  
 

Ed will be sadly missed by his wife, family, friends, customers, gardening enthusiasts, and 
the industry.   
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Rest in Peace my dear friend, and may all those lives you have touched continue to 
treasure your memories and appreciate the joy you have brought to them.     
 

Here is Ed's obituary as it appears on the Newcomer Funeral Home website: 
Edward J. Waterman, 57, of Hastings, passed away [in June]. He was born in Syracuse to the late Ed and 
Carolyn Waterman. He resided in Mattydale as a child and was one of six children. Eddie attended St. 
Margaret’s Elementary School and later graduated from Bishop Grimes High School. He earned two 
Associate Degrees, one from Colorado Mountain College and the other from Morrisville State College. 
He ran Gravina’s Garden Center in Cicero until he started his own business, Waterman’s Nursery. 
Eddie was a vendor at the Regional Market for over 25 years. He loved fishing, boating and basically 
anything he could do outdoors.  
 

Eddie was predeceased by one sister, Laure Waterman.  He is survived by his loving wife of 17 years, 
Rebecca; four siblings, Karen (Robert) Magee, Steven (Leanne) Waterman, Donna (Stephen) Paravati 
and Julie (Curt) Heidel; four step-children, Michael Richardson, Jennie Reid, Stephanie Reid and 
Timothy Reid and many nieces and nephews.  
 

A memorial service is being planned for Autumn. Because the family grows flowers, please don’t send 
flowers. 

 

 

“Toys for Ted” 
Sadly, on May 16, 2018 we lost a Long-Time Industry 
Friend, Supporter, & Member, Ted Florczyk, owner of 
Ted’s Landscaping. For decades Ted had graciously 
donated toys to our annual “Toys for Tots” at our 
December Holiday Luncheon, and always wanted his 
donations to be kept anonymous. In memory of Ted, this 
year's Toy Collection will be called “Toys for Ted." All 
collected toys will be donated to the Toys for Tots, an 
organization the CNYSNLA/PLANTCNY has been 
involved in for the past 25 years.  
 

We kicked this promotion off at the Clambake on July 12th where we raised in 
excess of $300.00.  These  Association proceeds from the 50/50 Raffle will be 
used to purchase toys for the “Toys for Ted” Memorial to Ted Florczyk.  We are 
currently in discussion with the national “Toys for Tots" to finalize the details on 
how we will be promoting “Toys for Ted." Please watch for further information 
which will allow us to collect even more toys in Ted’s name. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



MANY THANKS to our Sponsors and Advertisers! Our events are a success because of YOU! 
 

Silver Sponsor: 
Rare Earth Nursery 

 

Bronze Sponsor: 
DTS Truck Service 

 

Directory Sponsor: 
The Flanders Group 

 

Directory Advertisers: 
J.C. Smith Inc. 

Northern Nurseries 
Aspinall's Tree Nursery 

Green Scapes Inc. 
Lawley Insurance 

Milton CAT 
Rare Earth Nursery 
Sky High Turf Farms 

 

 

2018 MEETING SCHEDULE 
MEETINGS ARE HELD ON THE 2

ND
 THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH, AT 5:30 P.M. (UNLESS SPECIFIED) 

   January 11 SiteOne Landscape Supply 

   February NO MEETING  

   March 8  Admar Supply 

   April 12  Sky High Turf Farms 

   May 3  Northern Nurseries (one week EARLIER than usual) 

   June   NO MEETING 

   July 12     Clambake at Spinning Wheel 

   August 9  Belgard Hardscapes (in conjunction with State Fair Clean-up) 

   September 13 Creative Landscapes 

   October  11 Mrs. Green Jeans/Rockinghorse Farms--Halloween Party!  

   November 8    Techo-Bloc 

   December 13   HOLIDAY LUNCHEON 
 
 
 

2019 MEETING SCHEDULE 
MEETINGS ARE HELD ON THE 2

ND
 THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH, AT 5:30 P.M. (UNLESS SPECIFIED) 

   January   OPEN 

   February NO MEETING  

   March   Skyworks LLC 

   April   Green Scapes Inc. 

   May   Northern Nurseries 

   June   NO MEETING 

   July     Clambake at Spinning Wheel 

   August   OPEN 

   September  J.C. Smith Inc. 

   October   OPEN 

   November     OPEN 

   December   HOLIDAY LUNCHEON 
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